Medieval Saints: Boniface and Willibrord
Willibrord (c. 658-739) was a Northumbrian educated in Ireland and New York who later began missionizing the pagans of Frisian Land in the 690s. Boniface (c. 675-754) was a West-Saxon born in Winfrith. He first worked alongside Willibrord between 719 and 721 and later pursued his owned missionary efforts in Thuringia and Hesse (Halsall, 2000). The two displayed and encountered lots of similarities in their ministries. These similarities range from their attitudes, encounters, and approaches they employed in their missionary works.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The missions of the two saints collectively targeted Frisians. Willibrord’s mission was based in Frisia, targeted Saxony and only expanded to the Danes. Boniface started his missionary work by subordinating Willibrord in Frisia and later moved southwest into Germany. However, in his old age, Boniface came back to Frisia to continue his missionary work.
They both viewed English people as united by a common homeland, faith, descent, and divinely favored by God. They emphasized the English people to uphold high standards of practice and believe.  Anthony Smith described ethnic election myth as a commonly shared belief that a given group of people is chosen, elevated in a special way in relation God to fulfill a special task in preordained history (McBeth, 1968).
Chosen people are identified by a divine calling to live by sacred laws and collectively uphold high standards of morality, ethics besides transformation of the society according to God’s will. If these chosen people fail to do so, they are punished by withdrawal of their divine favor. According to Boniface’s sermons, the community of faith disregards earthly boundaries and makes all believers brothers and sisters. In his letter to Archbishop Nothelm of Canterbury, Boniface noted that holy baptism was well established as a transitional link through which people become brothers and sisters of the church and Christ. 
The two missionaries make reference to their homeland for self-identification and their ministries were strongly founded on their backgrounds. Willibrod’s Echternach calendar in his autobiography notes that he came from beyond the sea while Boniface referred to himself as an exile in Germany. Willbrord’s mission was based on a fusion of Frankish, Irish and Anglo-Saxon elements which confirms that he too favored the traditions of the church in which he was brought up.
Their evangelism exhibited devotion and humility. When Pepin of Herstal, who was the Duke of French welcomed Willibrord into his territory, Willibrord to set out for Rome and met Pope Sergius. He cast himself at the Pope’s feet and begged for his apostolic blessings and authority to evangelize the gospel to the nations strongly dominated by Paganism. The Pope was charmed by his sanctity and zeal and in return, he granted him amplest licenses. Willibrord returned to his province with these treasures, and under the protection of Pepin, they preached the gospel with devotion marking great success (Halsall, 2000). After 6 years of service, Pepin through advice from the Pope wrote a letter recommending Willibrord to be ordained as a bishop. In this letter, the Pope recognized his humility. 
According to Mershman (1914), Boniface was always a dedicated man of God in his mission. He sought expansion of Christianity based on the Catholic doctrine of Canon Law. The many dioceses he set up in the provinces he served as well the hardship he endured in his mission confirm his dedication to the evangelization of the Gospel. He knew the Frisian pagans would kill him but this did not deter his mission. His humility is evident when he embraced advice from the Pope. In his retirement, the Pope advised him to relocate to Mount Cassino where he lived with great humility and fervor. There is sufficient testimony that Boniface chose and discharged with great joyfulness the meanest offices, and often worked in the garden and kitchen.
Military involvement and persecution by the ruling authorities; Frisian Land experienced cultural and economic changes; Frisians become exposed to other cultures and Christian religions. There was military expansion under the rule of King Radbod and many missionaries were killed and churches burned. The two missionaries were forced to withdraw from missionary fields due to uprisings of the Frisians and Saxons. Just like Willibrord, Boniface chose to continue his missionary work under Frankish army’s protection (Mershman, 1914).
When Charles Martel took over as the King of Frisian land and strengthened his authority over the land, Boniface went back to his Missionary work. He scattered the seed of Christianity by teaching conceptualization of the Christian doctrine to those starved by pagan superstition. In the life of Willibrord too, there is cooperation between missionaries and militaries. Martel’s rule gave him a greater scope for preaching the Gospel. However, in his mission, Willibrord attempted to bring those won by the sword during the uprising and skirmishes back to Christianity through baptism (Halsall, 2000). 
The reign of Charlemagne saw people forced into Christianity. Missionary work and military domination became strongly entwined to an extent that it was difficult for Frisians to distinguish between Frankish empire authorities and Anglo-Saxon missionaries. This allowed Christianity to strongly metamorphose. From the Frisians’ perspective, Christianity metamorphosed into a religion of the enemy since it suppressed their culture, religion and consequently their freedom.
They both endured hardship in the Frisian land. Willibrord died a natural death; however, he faced the hardship in his mission. Willbrord was among the targeted missionaries during the reign of King Radbod. This forced him to flee and only resumed his missionary work after the defeat of Radbod.  He faced resistance from pagans who made no effort to recognize his works. For instance, when he used a narrow path through cornfields belonging to a wealthy landowner, the owner was furious and reviled him (Neill, 1964).
After the death of Willibrord, Boniface discovered that many Frisians had returned to paganism. There were few priests and nuns to catechize. At this old age, Boniface joined up with St. Eoban, the Bishop of Utrecht to bring back to church all the Frisians who had lapsed. They also learned that a large population of Frisians from the North had not been evangelized and this called for their attention. Despite the hardship, resistance, and hostility of some pagans, thousands of Northern Frisians were baptized and this marked their success. His mission was ended in the Plain of Dokkum when unconverted pagans raided his camp and killed him and his companion (Halsall, 2000).
Despite their many similarities, Boniface contradicted Willibroard in few ways. Willibrord ministry in the Frisian land featured typical qualities of an Irish Bishop. He traveled with a group of 11 followers, a common trait among Irish missionaries who wanted to establish monastic communities. His ministry lacked a serious ecclesiastical strategy. During his five years of missionary work in this land, no synod was organized and neither was any diocese founded. He never sought to organize any province in Frisian land and bring it under his control. Rather, his ministry emphasized serious monastic life, charismatic leadership and pure life of holiness.  In his letters, Boniface labeled Willibrord as a priest of self-denial and wondrous holiness (Mershman, 1914).  
On the contrary, Boniface observed all the missionary rules and regulations. Willibrord considered him as a perfect supplementary in his Frisian missionary, and given the contradicting attitudes of Irish Celtic and Roman-continental embraced by Willibrord and Boniface, the latter declined an appointment from Willibrord to succeed him.
Boniface’s departure from the Frisian land to Rome marked a transition of his work as a missionary to a reformist. Back in Rome, churches were already settled but needed serious improvements. He reorganized and reformed these churches. Willibrord on the hand continued with his missionary work in the monastic communities in the Frisian land.

Conclusion
Throughout history, Frisians were presented as primitive, barbarian and violent people. They preferred primitive violence and the sword. Christianization of this society required indefatigable courage.  Both Boniface and Willibrord are remembered for the great effort they made in defining and metamorphosing the church. Though they embraced different missionary strategies, their contribution towards evangelization is evident today.










References

Halsall, P (2000). Willibald: The Life of St. Boniface; In medieval History. Retrieved from https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/willibald-boniface.asp.
Halsall, P (2000). Medieval Sourcebook: Alucin (735-804): The Life of Willibrord, c.796; In Medieval History. Retrieved from https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/Alcuin-willbrord.asp
McBeth, L (1968). Men Who Made Missions. Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman.
Mershman, F (1914). "Boniface." The Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton, 
Neill, S (1964). A History of Christian Missions. The Pelican History of the Church. Middlesex: Pelican Books.




